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Romans 1:16-17

"Forl am not ashamed of the gospel,
because it is the power of God that brings
salvation to everyone who believes: first to
the Jew, then to the Gentile. For in the gospel
the righteousness of God is revealed—a
righteousness that is by faith from first to
last just as it is written: "The righteous will
live by faith." "



Ephesians 2:11-20

Therefore, remember that formerly you who are
Gentiles by birth and called "uncircumcised" by those
who call themselves "the circumcision"” (which is done
in the body by human hands)-- remember that at that
time you were separate from Christ, excluded from
citizenship in Israel and foreighers to the covenants of
the promise, without hope and without God in the
world.



Ephesians 2:11-20

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far
away have been brought near by the blood of
Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has made
the two groups one and destroyed the barrier, the
dividing wall of hostility, by setting aside in his
flesh the law with its commands and regulations.
His purpose was to create in himself one new
humanity out of the two, thus making peace, and in
one body to reconcile both of them to God through
the cross, by which he put to death their hostility.



Ephesians 2:11-20

He came and preached peace to you who were
far away and peace to those who were near.
For through him we both have access to the
Father by one Spirit. Consequently, you are no
longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow
citizens with God's people and also members
of his household, built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus
himself as the chief cornerstone.



Deuteronomy 4:7-8

What other nation is so great
as to have their gods near
them the way the Lord our
God is near to us whenever
we pray to him? And what
other nation is so great as to
have such righteous decrees
and laws as this body of laws |
am setting before you today?



Psalms 147: 19-20

He has revealed his word to Jacob, his laws and
decrees to Israel. He has done this for no other
nation; they do not know his laws. Praise the Lord.



Acts 10: 1-2

At Caesarea there was a
man named Cornelius, a
centurion in what was
known as the Italian
Regiment. He and all his
family were devout and
God-fearing; he gave
generously to those in need
and prayed to God
regularly.



Edict of Claudius (49-54 AD)
"[Claudius] Judaeos impulsore Chresto assidue tumultuantis
Roma expulit." (Suetonius Divus, Claudius 25.4)

"Claudius expelled the Jews from Rome because, instigated
by Chrestus, they were constantly creating disturbances."



Acts 18:1-4

After this, Paul left Athens and went to
Corinth. There he had met a Jew named
Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently
come from Italy with his wife Priscilla because
Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome.
Paul went to see them, and because he was a
tentmaker as they were, he stayed and worked
with them. Every Sabbath he reasoned in the
synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and
Greeks.



Romans 2: 12-13

Allwho sin apart from the law will
also perish apart from the law, and all
who sin under the law will be judged
by the law. For itis notthose who
hear the law who are righteous in
God's sight, but it is those who obey
the law who will be declared
righteous.



Galatians 2:11-21

When Cephas came to Antioch, | opposed him
to his face, because he stood condemned. For
before certain men came from James, he used
to eat with the Gentiles. But when they
arrived, he began to draw back and separate
himself from the Gentiles because he was
afraid of those who belonged to the
circumcision group. The other Jews joinede
him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy
even Barnabas was led astray.



Galatians 2:11-21

When | saw that they were not acting in
line with the truth of the gospel, | said
to Cephas in front of them all, "You are
a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not
like aJew. How is it, then, that you
force Gentiles to follow Jewish
customs? We who are Jews by birth and
not sinful Gentiles know that a person
is not justified by the works of the law,
but by faith in Jesus Christ.



Galatians 2:11-21

So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus
that we may be justified by faith in Christ, and
not by the works of the law, because by the
works of the law no one will be justified. But if,
in seeking to be justified in Christ, we Jews
find ourselves also among the sinners, doesn't
that mean that Christ promotes sin?

Absolutely not!



Galatians 2:11-21

If | rebuild what | destroyed, then | really
would be a lawbreaker. For through the law |
died to the law so that | might live for God. |
have been crucified with Christand | no
longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life |
now live in the body, | live by faith in the Son
of God, who loved me and gave himself for
me. | do not set aside the grace of God, for if
righteousness could be gained through the
law, Christ died for nothing!






Acts 6: 1-7

In those days when the number of disciples
was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews among
them complained against the Hebraic Jews
because their widows were being
overlooked in the daily distribution of food.
So the Twelve gathered all the disciples
together and said, "It would not be right for
us to neglect the ministry of the word of
God in order to wait [diakonein] on tables.



Acts 6:1-7

Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from
among you who are known to be full of the
Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this
responsibility over to them and will give

our attention to prayer and the ministry of the
word. This proposal pleased the whole group.
They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of
the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor,
Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a
convert to Judaism.



Acts 6: 1-7

They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of
the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor,
Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a
convert to Judaism. They presented these men
to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands
on them. So the word of God spread. The
number of disciples in Jerusalem increased

rapidly, and a large number of priests became
obedient to the faith. "



Acts 15: 1-29

Certain people came down from Judea to
Antioch and were teaching the believers:
“Unless you are circumcised, according to the
custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved.”
This brought Paul and Barnabas into

sharp dispute and debate with them. So Paul and
Barnabas were appointed, along with some other
believers, to go up to Jerusalem to see the
apostles and elders about this question. The
church sent them on their way, and as they
traveled through Phoenicia and Samaria, they
told how the Gentiles had been converted.



Acts 15: 1-29

This news made all the believers very glad.
When they came to Jerusalem, they were
welcomed by the church and the apostles and
elders, to whom they reported everything God
had done through them. Then some of the
believers who belonged to the party of the
Pharisees stood up and said, “The Gentiles
must be circumcised and required to keep the
law of Moses.”



Acts 15: 1-29

The apostles and elders met to consider this
question. After much discussion, Peter got up
and addressed them: “Brothers, you know that
some time ago God made a choice among you
that the Gentiles might hear from my lips the
message of the gospel and believe. God, who
knows the heart, showed that he accepted them
by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to
us. He did not discriminate between us and
them, for he purified their hearts by faith."



Acts 15: 1-29

"Now then, why do you try to test God by putting on
the necks of Gentiles a yoke that neither we nor
our ancestors have been able to bear? No! We
believe that is through the grace of our Lord Jesus
that we are saved, just as they are. "



Acts 15: 1-29

The whole assembly became silent as they
listened to Barnabas and Paul telling the signs
and wonders God had done among the Gentiles
through them. When they finished, James spoke
up. "Brothers," he said, "listen to me. Simon has
described to us how God first intervened to
choose a people for his name from the Gentiles.
The words of the prophets are in agreement with
this, as itis written: "'After this | will return and
rebuild David's fallen tent. Its ruins | will rebuild,
and | will restore it, that the rest of mankind may
seek the Lord, even all the Gentiles who bear my
name', says the Lord, who does these things—
things known from long ago."



Acts 15: 1-29

Itis my judgement, therefore, that we should not
make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to
God. Instead, we should write to them, telling
them to abstain from food polluted by idols, from
sexual immorality, from the meat of strangled
animals and from blood. For the law of Moses has
been preached in every city from the earliest times
and is read in the synagogues on every Sabbath.



Acts 15: 1-29

Then the apostles and elders, with the whole
church, decided to choose some of their own
men and send them to Antioch with Paul and
Barnabas. They chose Judas(called Barsabbas)
and Silas, men who were leaders among the

believers. With them, they sent the following
letter.



Acts 15: 1-29

To the apostles and elders, your brothers,

To the Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia:
Greetings.

We have heard that some went out from us without
our authorization and disturbed you, troubling your
minds by what they said. So we all agreed to choose
some men and send them to you with our dear friends
Barnabas and Paul—men who have risked their lives
for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore we are
sending Judas and Silas to confirm by word of mouth
what we are writing.



Acts 15: 1-29

It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us not to
burden you with anything beyond the following
requirements: You are to abstain from food
sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meat of
strangled animals and from sexual immorality.
You will do well to avoid these things.

Farewell.









Livy, History 5.51,5:

You will find that those who followed the gods had
every success, while those who disregarded them
were visited with misfortune.



The continuing tolerance of the Roman state
towards foreign cults was only matched by its
defensive hostility towards any suspected threat
to morality, tradition and public order. Behind
secret meetings and cult vows they suspected
political conspiracy; prosyletizing suggested
political propaganda, and magical practices
were misinterpreted as witchcraft.

Karl Christ, The Romans






Acts 18: 12-17

"While Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews
of Corinth made a united attack on Paul and
brought him to the place of judgment. "This
man,"' they charged, "is persuading the people to
worship God in ways contrary to the law." Just as
Paul was about to speak, Gallio said to them, "If
you Jews were making a complaint about some
misdemeanor or serious crime, itwould be
reasonable for me to listen to you.



Acts 18:12-17

"But since it involves questions about words
and names and your own law—settle the matter
yourselves. | will not be a judge of such things."
So he drove them off. Then the crowd there
turned on Sosthenes the synagogue leader and
beat him in front of the proconsul; and Gallio
showed no concern whatsoever."



Tacitus, The Annals and Histories 15.44.2-5:

“But all human efforts, all the lavish gifts of the
emperor, and the propitiations of the gods, did
not banish the sinister belief that the
conflagration was the result of an order.
Consequently, to get rid of the report, Nero
fastened the guilt and inflicted the most
exquisite tortures on a class hated for their
abominations, called Christians by the
populace.



Christus, from whom the name had its origin,
suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of
Tiberius at the hands of one of our procurators,
Pontius Pilatus, and a most mischievous
superstition, thus checked for the moment,
again broke out not only in Judaea, the first
source of the evil, but even in Rome, where all
things hideous and shameful from every part of
the world find their center and become popular.
Accordingly, an arrest was first made of all who
pleaded guilty; then, upon their information, an
immense multitude was convicted, not so
much of the crime of firing the city, as of hatred
against mankind. Mockery of every sort was
added to their deaths.



Covered with the skins of beasts, they were torn
by dogs and perished, or were nailed to crosses,
or were doomed to the flames and burnt, to
serve as a nightly illumination, when daylight
had expired. Nero offered his gardens for the
spectacle, and was exhibiting a show in the
circus, while he mingled with the people in the
dress of a charioteer or stood aloft on a car.
Hence, even for criminals who deserved extreme
and exemplary punishment, there arose a feeling
of compassion; for it was not, as it seemed, for
the public good, but to glut one man's cruelty,
that they were being destroyed.”






Supercessionist

Zionist

Covenantalist
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